




























































































































































































Inventory: 20. 
Contractor: Kiev. 
Power Plant: two ZMKB Progress/lvchenko Al-24VT 

turboprops ; each 2,780 ehp. One 1,765-lb-thrust RU 
19A-300 auxiliary turbojet in starboard nacelle for 
turboprop starting and to provide additional power 
for T-O , climb. and cruising flight, as required , 

Accommodation: live flight crew, plus systems opera­
tors . 

Dimensions : span 95 ft 10 in , length 78 ft 1 in, height 
28 ft 2 in . 

Weight: not available 
Ceiling: 24,600 It. 
Performance: cruising speed at 19,675 It 270 mph; T-O 

run 2,855 fl; landing run 2,135 It; range with max 
payload of 12,125 lb 770 miles, wilh max fuel 1,652 
miles. 

Armament : none 
COMMENTARY 

The An-26RTR version of lhe An-26 transport is 
characterized by many short blade antennas above 
and below th e fuselage. 

MiG-25R (NATO Foxbat-B and D) 
Brief: Derived from the Foxbat-A high-speed intercep­

tor, the MiG-25R is a single-seat reconnaissance 
aircraft, fitted with an inertial/Doppler automatic navi­
gation system that makes possible all-weather, day 
and night precision passes at supersonic speed and 
from heights above 65,600 ft . 

Function: Reconnaissance . 
Operator: Air Forces . 
First Flight: March 6, 1964, 
Delivered: circa 1969-85. 
IOC: not available 
Production: not available 
Inventory: 50. 
Contractor: Nizhny Novgorod. 
Power Plant: two Soyuz/Tumansky R-15BD-300 turbo• 

jets; each 24,675 lb thrust with afterburning. 
Accommodation: pilot, on zero-height/80-775 mph 

ejection seat, 
Dimensions : span 43 It 11 in , length 70 It 8 in, height 

21 ft 4 in. 
Weight: gross 81,570-90,830 lb, 
Ceiling: 68,900 It. 
Performance: max speed at height Mach 2.83, at SIL 

Mach 0,98; range at supersonic speed on internal 
fuel 1,015 miles, subsonic with underbelly tank 1,490 
miles, 

Armament : provision for four to 1 O 1, 100-lb bombs 
under wings and fuselage. 

COMMENTARY 
Reconnaissance Foxbats carry no gun or AAMs for 

self-defense because the aircraft's high speed, ceiling, 
and ECM were considered adequate to ensure survival 
when it was designed. 

MiG-2SRB series (Foxbat-B) : Carries any one of 
three interchangeable reconnaissance or SRS-4A El int 
packs in its nose, offering combinations of cameras 
and SLAR. Secondary bombing capability. Later sub­
types were MiG-2SRBV (SRS-9 Elint, plus Virazh SLAR) 
and MiG-2SRBT (Tangazh Elint). Foxbat-8 can be 
identified by its five camera windows . 

MiG-2SRU (Foxbat-C): Training version of the MiG-
25R, with separate cockpit for instructor, under indi• 
vidual canopy , forward of standard cockpit and at lower 
level . No reconnaissance sensors or combat capabili­
ty. Limited to Mach 2.65. 

MiG-2SRBK series (Foxbat-D) : Dedicated El int ver• 
sions; produced simultaneously with RB se ries in 1971-
80 and lacking camera windows. Kub SLAR with small, 
flush antennas on side of nose and extended nosecone. 
MiG-2SRBS had Sablia SLAA, and all RBSs were 
upgraded to MiG-2SRBSh standard, with Shompol 
SLAA, from 1981 . The MiG-2SRBF is an updated RB, 
to RBK standard but retaining cameras and with Szar 
replacing Kub. Both have larger flush antennas posi­
tioned further back in the nose. 

Sukhoi Su-24MR (NATO Fencer-E) 
Brief: Multisensor reconnaissance version of the Su-

24M interdictor. 
Function: Tactical reconnaissance . 
Operator: Air Forces, Navy. 
First Flight: September 1980. 
Delivered : 1985-date. 
IOC : not available 
Production : not available 
Inventory : 80 (Ai r Forces) ; 32 (Navy) . 
Contractor: Novosibirsk and Komsomolsk. 
Power Plant: two Saturn/Lyulka AL-21 F-3A afterburning 

turbojets ; each 24,690 lb thrust. 
Accommodation: pilot and weapon systems officer, 

on side-by-side zero/zero ejection seats. 
Dimensions : span 57 ft 10 in spread , 34 ft swept ; 

length 80 ft 8 in; height 20 It 4 in. 
Weight : not available 
Ceiling: 57,400 ft . 
Performance: max speed at S/L limited to 746 mph . 

AIR FORCE Magazine / September 1998 

Armament: cannon and sell-defense AAMs, as Su-
24M. 

COMMENTARY 
Su-24MR (Fencer-E): As Su-24M, but attack capa­

bility deleted ; refueling probe retained; no over-wing 
fences. Internal equipment includes Shtik side-look­
ing airborne multimission radar in shorter radome, 
Zima IR reconnaissance system under center fuse­
lage and Aist-M TV reconnaissance system, with pan­
oramic and oblique cameras in fuselage . Film cas­
sette can be parachuted to ground station and data 
sent by electronic link. Optional Shpil-2M laser pod on 
the centerline , with a Tangazh Elint pod or Efir-1 M 
radiation detector pod on the starboard under-wing 
swiveling pylon . 

Tupolev Tu-22MR 
Brief: The Tu•22MR is a conversion of the Tu-22M-3 

bomber , used for multisensor surveillance . 
Function: Reconnaissance. 
Operator: Air Forces, Navy. 
First Flight: not available 
Delivered: not available 
IOC: not available 
Production: (conversi ons only) 
Inventory: 40. 
Contractor: Kazan . 
Power Plant: two Samara/Kuznetsov NK-25 turbo­

fans; each 55,115 lb thrust with afterburning; provi­
sion for JATO rockets . 

Accommodation: not available 
Dimensions: span 112 It 6 in spread, 76 ft 5 in swept 

(Tu-22M-3); length 139 ft 4 in; height 36 fl 3 in_ 
Weight: not available 
Ceiling: 43,635 It, 
Performance: max speed at high altitude Mach 1.88, at 

low altitude Mach 0.86, nominal cruising speed 560 
mph, T-O run 6,560-6,890 It, landing run 3,940-4,265 
ft, max unrefueled combat radius with 26,455 lb weap­
ons: supersonic hi-hi-hi 930-1, 150 miles, subsonic Io­
la-lo 930-1,035 miles, subsonic hi-lo-hi 1,495 miles . 

Armament: not available 
COMMENTARY 

TU-22MR: First of a dozen ex-Tu-22M-3s entered 
service in the late 1980s. Shampol SLAR in ventral 
canoe, Tangazh Sigint suite , Osen IA sensors, and 
conventional cameras. 

Tu-22M2R: Further Tu-22M-2s were converted from 
1994 with new designation_ 

Special Duty 
Aircraft 
Beriev A-SO (NATO Mainstay) 
Brief: One regiment of this second-generation air­

borne warning and control aircraft is responsible for 
the whole of Russia. 

Function: AEW&C. 
Operator: Air Forces. 
First Flight: not available 
Delivered: 1980-date. 
IOC: 1984. 
Production : approx 20. 
Inventory: approx 16. 
Contractor: Beriev 0KB; Chkalov. 

A-50 Mainstay (Yefim Gordon) 

Power Plant : four Aviadvigatel D-30KP-2 turbofans ; 
each 26 ,455 lb thrust. 

Accommodation : five flight crew and 10 systems op­
erators. 

Dimensions: span 165 ft 8 in, length 152 It 10 in, 
height 48 ft 5 in. 

Weight: gross 418,875 lb. 
Ceiling: 33,000 ft. 
Performance: endurance four hours at 620 miles from 

base; extendable with flight refueling. 
Armament: none 
COMMENTARY 

This modified Ilyushin 11-76 transport operates with 
MiG-29, MiG-31, and Su-27 counterair fighters of the 
Russian Air Forces' home defense and tactical air 
components, mainly in the northwestern TVD centered 
on the Kola Peninsula. It normally operates on a figure­
eight course at 33,000 ft, with 62 miles between orbit 
centers, to detect and track aircraft and cruise missiles 
flying at high or low altitude over land and water. 

Mainstay's configuration is conventional, with a 29 ft 
6 in diameter pylon-mounted rotating saucer radome, 
satellite nav/com , IFF, RWR, comprehensive ECM, 
and flight refueling probe. Nose navigator's station and 
rear gun turret are replaced by nontransparent fair­
ings. The rear ramp and cargo fittings are also deleted. 
The radar operators have color CRT displays. 

A-SOU: An improved ve rsion was first seen at the 
1995 Moscow Air Show. Enhanced performance is 
provided by the Vega Shmel-M radar system that in­
cludes a passive mode to detect hostile ECM sources 
without transmission-induced vulnerability, a computer­
based 3-D pulse-Doppler radar, and a digital sub­
system that gives the altitude of all moving targets. 
Search radius is 143 miles for small aircraft, 248 miles 
for ships. Up to 50 targets can be tracked and intercep­
tion of 1 O guided simultaneously. Gross weight of 
462,970 lb for this version would imply service entry of 
the planned improved-thrust D-30KP engine , The A­
SOU was said lo be entering service with capabilities 
equivalent to those of USAF's E-3C Sentry. 

A-SOM: This version has also been reported with a 
Shmel-2 AEW&C system and upgraded computers. 

Ilyushin 11-22 (NATO Coot-BJ 
Brief: The 11-22 is the airborne command post adapta-

tion of the 11-18 airframe. 
Function: Airborne command post. 
Operator: Air Forces , 
First Flight: not available 
Delivered: mid-1970s. 
IOC: not available 
Production : up to 30 . 
Inventory: about 20 . 
Contractor: Khodinka . 
Power Plant: four ZMKB Progress/ lvchenko Al-20M 

turboprops; each 4,190 ehp. 
Accommodation : not available 
Dimensions: span 122 ft 9 in, length 117 ft 9 in, height 

33 ft 4 in . 
Weight: not available 
Ceiling: not available 
Performance: max cruising speed 419 mph, T-O run 

4,265 ft, range with one hour reserves 4,000 miles . 
Armament: none 
COMMENTARY 

The 11-22 has a bullet-shaped pod on the fin tip, a long 
and shallow container under the front fuselage, and 
many small blade antennas above and below the fuse­
lage. The electronics and their fairings initially varied 
from one aircraft to another but are now more standard­
ized, perhaps explaining the later designation 11-22M. 
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Ilyushin 11-76PP 
Brief: Conversion of ll-76MD transport for electronic 

warfare. 
Function: Airborne jamming. 
Operator: TBD 
First Flight: not available 
Delivered: TBD 
IOC: TBD 
Production: (conversion only) 
Inventory: one converted prototype. 
Contractor: Tashkent. 
Power Plant: four Aviadvigatel D-30KP-2 turbofans; 

each 26,455 lb thrust. 
Accommodation: not available 
Dimensions: span 165 ft 8 in , length 152 ft 1 o in , 

height 48 ft 5 in . 
Weight: not available 
Ceiling: not available 
Performance: (generally as for 11-76) cruising speed at 

29,500-39,350 ft 466-485 mph ; T-0 run 5,578 ft; 
landing run 2,950-3,280 ft; range with max payload 
2,360 miles, with 44,090 lb payload 4,535 miles. 

Armament: none 
COMMENTARY 

Yet to be operationally deployed, the ll-76PP is 
-·,characterized by modified landing gear panniers which 

have been extended forward beyond the starboard 
side crew door and contain a forward-facing dielectric 
panel. The chin radome is retained . 

Ilyushin 11-82 
Brief: Civil-registered special-mission version of the ll-

76MD. 
Function: Communications relay for 11-87 command 

posts. 
Operator: Air Forces . 
First Flight: not available 
Delivered: about 1991. 
IOC: not available 
Production: two . 
Inventory: two. 
Contractor: Tashkent. 
Power Plant: four Aviadvigatel D-30KP-2 turbofans; 

each 26,455 lb thrust. 
Accommodation: not available 
Dimensions: span 165 ft 8 in , length 152 ft 1 o in, 

height 48 ft 5 in . 
Weight: not available 
Ceiling : 39,375 ft . 
Performance: (generally as for 11-76) cruising speed at 

29,500-39,350 ft 466-485 mph; T-0 run 5,578 ft; 
landing run 2,950-3,280 ft ; range with max payload 
2,360 miles , with 44,090 lb payload 4,535 miles. 

Armament: none 
COMMENTARY 

Configuration of this modified 11-76 transport in­
cludes a large fairing above the fuselage forward of 
the wing over satcom/lR equipment; a ventral ca­
noe-shaped radome and strakes; five small anten­
nas above the center section; other small antennas 
and air intake scoops under the front fuselage and 
at the rear of the main landing gear fairings; a long, 
shallow fairing forward of the dorsal fin on each side 
at the top of the fuselage; a large, downward-in­
clined, flat-plate antenna on each side of the tail­
cone; and a long , pod-mounted probe on a pylon 
under each outer wing . Two Al-24 turbines are housed 
in the landing gear fairings to supply power for the 
mission avionics . The usual nose glazing around 
the navigator's compartment has been deleted, and 
the flight deck rear side windows are covered . The 
basket-drogue of a VLF trailing-wire antenna can be 
seen under the rear fuselage. 

Ilyushin 11-87 (NATO Maxdome) 
Brief: These special-mission versions of the 11-86 trans­

port, with modifications similar to those seen on the 
11-82, serve as strategic command posts for use by 
Russian General Staff, with the reported service 
designation 11-87 Aimak. 

Function: Strategic command post. 
Operator: Air Forces. 
First Flight: not available 
Delivered : 1985. 
IOC: not available 
Production: four. 
Inventory: not available 
Contractor: Khodinka . 
Power Plant: four Samara NK-86 turbofans ; each 28,660 

lb thrust 
Accommodation: four flight crew, plus communica­

tions operators . 
Dimensions: span 157 ft 8 in, length 195 ft 4 in , height 

51 ft 10 in . 
Weight: not available 
Ceiling: not available 
Performance: (as transport) normal cruising speed at 

30,000-36,000 ft 559-590 mph, nominal range with 
max fuel 2,858 miles. 

Armament: none 
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ll-76PP (Yefim Gordon) 

11-82 (Paul Jackson) 

COMMENTARY 
Each 11-87 has a large boat-shaped fairing above the 

front fuselage, as well as a shallow dished fairing 
forward of the fin root, strake antenna under the rear 
fuselage, large blade antennas above the center and 
rear fuselage and under the front fuselage, and large 
turbine-powered electric generator pods with a ram air 
intake under the wings inboard of the inner engines . A 
drogue for a VLF trailing-wire antenna is mounted on 
the lower fuselage on the port side. At least some of 
the four aircraft may have been withdrawn . 

Tupolev Tu-22MP 
Brief : Proposed conversion of Tu-22M-3s for special 

duties. Not yet fully funded, 
Function: EW/escort jamming . 
Operator: Air Forces. 
First Flight: circa 1986. 
Delivered: TBD 
IOC: TBD 
Production: TBD 
Inventory: three prototypes. 
Contractor: Kazan . 
Power Plant: two Samara/Kuznetsov NK-25 turbofans; 

each 55,115 lb thrust with afterburning; provision for 
JATO rockets . 

Accommodation: not available 
Dimensions: span 112 ft 6 in spread; length 139 ft 4 in; 

height 36 fl 3 in. 
Weight: not available 
Ceiling: 43,635 ft. 
Performance: max speed at high altitude Mach 1.88, at 

low altitude Mach 0.86, nominal cruising speed 560 
mph, T-0 run 6,560-6,890 ft, landing run 3,940-
4,265 ft, max unrefueled combat radius with 26 ,455 lb 
weapons: supersonic hi-hi-hi 930-1 , 150 miles, sub­
sonic lo-lo-lo 930-1,035 miles, subsonic hi-lo-hi 1,495 
miles . 

Armament: not available 
COMMENTARY 

Second and third prototypes produced in 1992. One 
was seen at Akhtubinsk test center in 1995 and has a 
Miass jamming system, with a semirecessed pod in the 
weapons bay and dielectric fairings on the side of each 
engine duct and forward of the root of the dorsal tail fin . 
No details are available . 

Tupolev Tu-142MR (NATO Bear-J) 
Brief: Equivalent to the US Navy's E-6 TACAMO air-

craft. 
Function: Submarine communications aircrafty 
Operator: Navy. 
First Flight: not available 
IOC: 1980. 
Production: not available 
Inventory: 1 O. 
Contractor: Kuybyshev . 
Power Plant: four NK-12MR turboprops ; rated as Tu-

95MS. 
Accommodation: not available 
Dimensions: length (Mod 3) 174 ft 2 in , otherwise as 

Tu-95MS. 
Weight: not available 
Ceiling: not available 
Performance: max speed at 25 ,000 ft 575 mph, at S/L 

404 mph; nominal cruising speed 442 mph; combat 
radius with 25,000-lb payload 3,975 miles , with one 
in-flight refueling 5,155 miles. 

Armament : NR-23 23 mm tail gun. 
COMMENTARY 

Modified Tu-142M-Z airframe. VLF communications 
av ionics to maintain an on-station/all-ocean link be­
tween national command authorities and nuclear mis­
sile armed submarines under most operating condi­
tions . Large ventral pod for suspended-wire antenna, 
several kilometers long, under center fuselage in weap­
ons bay area. Under-nose fairing as on Bear-F Mod 4. 
Fin tip IR warning pod like that on Bear-Hs. Satcom 
dome aft of flight deck canopy 

Tankers 
Ilyushin ll-78M (NATO Midas) 
Brief: Tanker version of the 11-76 transport, primarily 

assigned to the strategic bomber force but also avail­
able to tactical aircraft. 

Function: Refueling tanker. 
Operator: Air Forces. 
First Flight: not available 
Delivered: not available 
IOC: 1987. 
Production: 20. 
Inventory: 20. 
Contractor: as 11-76. 
Power Plant: as 11-76, 
Accommodation: crew of six. 
Dimensions: as 11-76. 
Weight: gross 462,965 lb, fuel weight 304,230 lb. 
Ceiling: not available 
Performance: nominal cruising speed 466 mph; refuel­

ing speed at 6,500-29,500 ft 267-366 mph; refueling 
radius with 110,231 lb transfer fuel 1,616 miles. with 
44,090 lb transfer fuel 3,138 miles. 

Armament: none 
COMMENTARY 

Using the probe-and-drogue technique, the ll-78M 
can refuel up to three aircraft simultaneously. Two 
UPAZ-1 A Sakhalin refueling pods are mounted con­
ventionally under the outer wings . The third drogue is 
streamed from a similar pod on the port side of the rear 
fuselage . (The interim 11-78 had only one pod and a 
reduced fuel load but-unlike the 78M-was able to 
revert to freighting .) The rear turret is retained as a 
flight refueling observation station . Special navigation 
systems allow all-weather day/night mutual detection 
and approach by receiver aircraft from distances up to 
185 miles. Convergence is controlled automatically, 
but refueling is permitted only in direct visibility, 

Strategic 
Transports 
Antonov An-22 (NATO Cock) 
Brief: The world's largest aircraft when first in service, 

An-22 transport can lift the Ground Forces' main 
battle tank and theater missile systems, although it is 
now overshadowed by the An-124 and numbers are 
decreasing . 

Function: Transport. 
Operator: Air Forces. 
First Flight: Feb. 27, 1965 
Delivered: 1967-75. 
IOC: not available 
Production: three (prototypes), 40 (An-22s), and 28 

(An-22As) , 
Inventory: 40. 
Contractor: Tashkent. 
Power Plant: four Samara/Kuznetsov NK-12MA turbo­

props ; each 14,795 shp . 
Accommodation: crew of five or six, 28-29 passen­

gers in cabin forward of main freight hold. 
Dimensions: span 211 ft 4 in, length 190 ft, height 41 ft 

2 in . 
Weight: empty 251,325 lb, max payload 176,350 lb, 

gross 551 ,160 lb . 
Ceiling: not available 
Performance: max speed 460 mph, range with 

99,200 lb payload 6,800 miles . 
Armament: none 
COMMENTARY 

Throughout their service careers, An-22s have oper­
ated in Aeroflot markings . Four traveling gantries and 
two winches to speed freight handling. 
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An-22A: Has upgraded navigation equipment and a 
modified electrical system, including airborne engine 
restart capability. 

Antonov An-70 
Brief: The An-70 wide-body freight carrier is a joint 

venture by Russia and Ukraine, the former supplying 
80 percent of development funding. 

Function : Transport. 
Operator: TBD 
First Flight: Dec. 16, 1994. 
Delivered: TBD 
IOC: TBD 
Production: two prototypes. 
Inventory: TBD 
Contractor: Kiev (Ukraine) . 
Power Plant : four ZMKB Progress D-27 propfans ; 

each 13,800 shp. 
Accommodation: crew of three, plus load master; freight 

in containers, on pallets, or unpackaged . Optional 
seating for 300 troops, using prefabricated, quickly 
installed upper deck to freight hold. 

Dimensions: span 144 ft 7 in, length 133 ft 8 in, height 
53 ft 9 in. 

Weight: empty 160,496 lb, normal payload from un­
paved runway 66,135 lb , gross 220,460-293,21 o lb. 

Ceiling : not available 
Performance: (estimated ) nominal cruising speed at 

30,000 ft 466 mph, T-O run 4,920-5,905 ft, landing 
run 6,235 ft, max range with normal payload 3,107 
miles. 

Armament: none specified 
COMMENTARY 

The An-70 is unique as a large transport in being 
powered by propfans. Approximately 28 percent of the 
airframe, by weight, is made of compos ites. The freight 
hold is 62 ft 8 in long (73 ft 6 in with ramp, which can be 
loaded), 13 ft 1 in wide, and 13 ft 5 in high, Loading is 
via rear fuselage ramp/doors, with adjustable sill height 
and built-in cargo-handling system. Maximum payload 
is 77,160 lb , Control is f ly-by-wire, with backup by a 
unique fly-by-hydraulics system immune to electro­
magnetic interference. Design life is 20,000 cycles and 
45,000 flying hours in 25 years. Russia plans to obtain 
400 An-70s and Ukraine a further 100. The Western­
ized An -77 has generated some interest in Germany, 

Antonov An-124 (NATO Condor) 
Brief: The An-124 is the world's largest production 

aircraft. 
Function: Transport. 
Operator: Air Forces, 
First Flight: Dec. 26, 1982. 
Delivered : 1985-90. 
IOC: 1987. 
Production: 26. 
Inventory: 25. 
Contractor: Kiev (Ukraine) and Ulyanovsk. 
Power Plant: lour ZMKB Progress D-18T turbofans; 

each 51,590 lb thrust. 
Accommodation: crew of six, plus loadmaster and 

relief crew; up to 88 passengers on fully pressurized 
upper deck, 

Dimensions : span 240 ft 6 in, length 226 ft 8 in, height 
69 ft 2 in , 

Weight: empty 385,800 lb, max payload 330,700 lb, 
gross 892,877 lb . 

Ceiling: not available 
Performance: max cruising speed 537 mph; T-O bal­

anced field length 9,850 ft ; landing run 2,955 ft ; 
range with max payload 2,795 miles, with max fuel 
10,250 miles. 

Armament : none 
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An-70 (Paul Jackson) 

ll-76MD Prototype (Paul Jackson) 

COMMENTARY 
An upward-hinged, visor-type nose and rear fuselage 

ramp/door allow simu ltaneous fro nt and rear loading/ 
unloading. Advanced features include a fly-by-wire con­
t rol system, titanium floor througho ut the main hold, and 
12,125 lb of composites, making up more than 16,150 sq 
It of the airframe surface area. The 24-wheel landing 
gear enables the An-124 to operate from unprepared 
fields, hard-packed snow, and ice-covered swampland. 
The nose wheels can be partially retracted so that the 
aircraft kneels to facilitate front loading. Payloads 
range from the largest battle tanks to complete missile 
systems. Freight is carried on the lightly pressurized 
lower deck, positioned by two electric traveling cranes 
with total lifting capability of 44,100 lb . 

A few An-124s wear military markings , but most fly 
with civil registrations and Aeroflot insignia. Other An-
124s, from 54 built to date, are owned by civilian fi rms, 
but Air Forces aircraft are sometimes provided fo r 
private contract work. 

Ilyushin 11-76 (NATO Candid-BJ 
Brief: This four-turbofan transport is the standard me­

dium/long-range workhorse of the Military Transport 
Aviat ion command . 

Function: Transport . 
Operator: Air Forces, 
First Flight: March 25, 1971; Aug. 1, 1995 (ll-76MF) , 
Delivered: 1973-date. 
IOC: 1975. 
Production: approx 900 of all variants, incl civil and 

exports. 
Inventory: approx 300 , 
Contractor: Tashkent. 
Power Plant : lour Aviadvigatel D-30KP-2 turbofans: 

each 26,455 lb thrust. 
Accommodation: crew of seven , incl two freight han· 

dlers. 

AN-26D Antonov (Paul Jackson) 

Dimensions: span 165 ft 8 in, length 152 ft 10 in, 
height 48 ft 5 in . 

Weight: max payload 110,230 lb, gross 418 ,875 lb. 
Ceiling: 39,375 ft. 
Performance: cruising speed at 29,500-39,350 ft 

466-485 mph; T-O run 5,578 ft; landing run 2,950-
3,280 ft; range with max payload 2,360 miles, with 
44,090 lb payload 4,535 miles. 

Armament: some have two 23 mm twin-barrel GSh-
23L guns in tail turret. 

COMMENTARY 
Production began with the 11-76 Candid-A, only a 

few of which were produced. The ll-76M/MD Candid-Bs 
have rear guns and small ECM blisters on each side of 
the front and rear fuselage. When operating into com­
bat areas, they can be fitted with packs of 96 x 50 mm 
IRCM flares on the landing gear fairings and/or on the 
sides of the rear fuselage. 

ll-76M: The basic ll-76M is comparabl~ to USAF's 
C-141 Starlifter, with a max payload of 88,185 lb and 
gross weight of 374,785 lb. It has rear-loading ramp/ 
doors, full-span leading-edge slats and triple-slotted 
flaps for good field performance, a glazed navigator's 
station and weather radar in the nose, navigation and 
ground-mapping radar in a large under-nose fairing, 
and a 20-wheel landing gear, The entire accommoda­
tion can be pressurized, making it possible to carry 140 
troops or 125 paratroops as an alternative to freight. 
Advanced mechanical freight-handling systems are 
fitted. Equipment for all-weather operation includes a 
computer for automatic flight control and automatic 
landing approach. 

ll-76MD: The improved ll-76MD has a strengthened 
wing and center section , an increased gross weight, 
and additional fuel to extend max range by 745 miles. 

ll-76MF: A stretched version, with the freight hold 
lengthened by 21 ft 8 in, payload increased to 114,640 lb, 
and updated avionics. It has 35,275-lb-thrust Aviad­
vigatel PS-90AN turbofans. Two were ordered for the Air 
Forces in 1996, and the MF is expected to become one 
of the principal transports of the early 21st century. 
Western CFM56 engines are offered on the export ver­
sion. 

Theater and 
Special Use 
Transports 
Antonov An-12BP (NATO Cub) 
Brief: 1950s-vintage four-turboprop transport. 
Function: Transport. 
Operator: Air Forces. 
First Flight: 1958. 
Delivered: 1961 . 
IOC: not available 
Production: 1,243 incl civil and exports. 
Inventory: 300, 
Contractor: Irkutsk, Tashkent, and Voronezh . 
Power Plant: four ZMKB Progress/lvchenko Al-20M 

turboprops; each 4,190 ehp. 
Accommodation : crew of six; 44,090 lb of freight , 90 

troops or 60 paratroops. 
Dimensions: span 124 ft 8 in, length 108 ft 7 in, height 

34 ft 6 in. 
Weight: empty 61,730 lb, gross 134,480 lb. 
Ceiling: 33,500 ft. 
Performance: max speed 416 mph, range 2,236 miles 

with max payload . 
Armament: two 23 mm NR-23 guns in manned tail 

turret. Provision for carrying bombs on landing gear 
fairings. 

COMMENTARY 
The An-12's usefulness is limited by lack of an inte­

gral rear-loading ramp/door. Instead, the bottom of the 
rear fuselage is made up of two longitudinal doors that 
hinge upward inside the cabin to permit direct loading 
from trucks on the ground or airdropping supplies and 
equipment , Built-in freight-handling gantry with capac­
ity of 5,070 lb. 

Antonov An-26 (NATO Curl) 
Brief: The An-26 is used primarily to carry and airdrop 

medium freight loads. 
Function: Transport. 
Operator: Air Forces, Navy. 
First Flight : by 1969 , 
Delivered : 1969-85. 
IOC: not available 
Production : approx 1,410, incl civil and exports. 
Inventory: 80 (Air Forces); 40 (Navy) . 
Contractor: Kiev. 
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