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M a s s i v e P en t a g o n  co n t ra ct s  en j o y  
l a rg e a n d  p o w erf u l  co n s t i t u en ci es  

o n  C a p i t o l  H i l l ,  w i t h  l a w ma k ers  w h o s e 
districts and states stand to benefit eco -
n o mi ca l l y  f ro m t h es e p ro g ra ms  f req u en t l y  
creating a unified front with one goal in 
mind: to keep the funds flowing.

T h e h a rd - f o u g h t  co n t ra ct s  f o r t h e F - 3 5 
strike fighter and the KC-46 aerial refuel -
i n g  t a n k er,  f o r i n s t a n ce,  s p u rred  a rmi es  o f  
l a w ma k ers  w h o s e u n w a v eri n g  s u p p o rt  f o r 
t h es e p ro g ra ms  cro s s es  p a rt y  l i n es  a n d  
transcends ideologies.

P a ro ch i a l i s m o f t en  t ru mp s  p a rt i s a n s h i p ,  
p a rt i cu l a rl y  w h en  t h o u s a n d s  o f  h i g h l y  
skilled and well-paid jobs are at stake. 
T h a t  p u bl i c,  p o l i t i ca l  s u p p o rt  i s  o f t en  k ey  t o  
k eep i n g  p ro g ra ms  o f f  t h e ch o p p i n g  bl o ck ,  
es p eci a l l y  a s  t h e P en t a g o n  g ra p p l es  w i t h  
i t s  p ri o ri t i es  i n  a  mo re f ru g a l  s p en d i n g  
environment.

F o r l a w ma k ers  w h o  co u l d  p o t en t i a l l y  
stand to benefit from the Air Force’s next 
L o n g - R a n g e S t ri k e B o mber— a  p ro g ra m 
cl o a k ed  i n  s ecrecy — t h e s i t u a t i o n  i s  q u i t e 
different. The bomber, a top Air Force 
p ro cu remen t  p ri o ri t y  a n d  t h e o n l y  ma n n ed  
co mba t  a i rcra f t  cu rren t l y  i n  d ev el o p men t ,  
co mes  w i t h  a  p ri ce t a g  t h a t  co u l d  t o p  
$ 100 bi l l i o n ,  ma k i n g  i t  o n e o f  t h e mo s t  
expensive programs in the Pentagon’s 
weapons portfolio. 

When the Air Force announced its 
d eci s i o n  t o  p a s s  o v er d ef en s e g i a n t s  
L o ck h eed  M a rt i n  a n d  B o ei n g  a n d  i n s t ea d  
a w a rd  N o rt h ro p  G ru mma n  t h e co v et ed  
a n d  h i g h l y  l u cra t i v e co n t ra ct  t o  d ev el o p  
and build the military’s next fleet of stealth 
bo mbers ,  t h ere w a s  co mp a ra t i v el y  l i t t l e 
reaction on Capitol Hill.

T h o s e l a w ma k ers  w h o  co mmen t ed  
on the contract award, such as Rep. Joe 
C o u rt n ey  o f  C o n n ect i cu t ,  t h e t o p  Demo -
crat on the House Armed Services Com -
mittee’s sea power and projection forces 
p a n el ,  f o cu s ed  o n  t h e i mp o rt a n ce o f  t h e 
bomber to the nation’s security. Noticeably 
a bs en t  w ere t h e u s u a l  bo a s t s  a bo u t  l o ca l  
job creation and economic investment.

“As testimony before our subcommit -
tee has shown definitively, our nation’s 
a bi l i t y  t o  p ro j ect  p o w er a n d  s t ri k e f ro m f a r 
distances is a cornerstone of our warfight -
i n g ca p a bi l i t i es — bo t h  n o w  a n d  w el l  i n t o  
the future,” Courtney said in a statement. 
“ I n  t h e co mi n g  mo n t h s ,  C o n g res s  mu s t  
d o  a l l  i t  ca n  o n  a  bi p a rt i s a n ba s i s t o  s u p -
p o rt  t h i s  p ro g ra m,  w h i l e a l s o  p ro v i d i n g  

t h e n eces s a ry o v ers i g h t  t o  en s u re s u c-
cessful execution.”

Courtney’s home state could stand to 
benefit from the bomber, particularly if 
Northrop Grumman’s bomber features a 
P ra t t  &  W h i t n ey  en g i n e,  bu t  i n  a  ra re t w i s t  
i n  a n  i n d u s t ry  t h a t  s t ra t eg i ca l l y  s el ect s  
subcontractors to maximize political ad -
v a n t a g e,  n ei t h er N o rt h ro p  G ru mma n  n o r 
the Air Force are disclosing who is actually 
working on the program.

“We won’t go into any details relative 
to specific components or subcontrac -
tors due to classification and enhanced 
security,” Lt. Gen. Arnold W. Bunch Jr., the 
military deputy in the Air Force’s acquisi -
tion office, told reporters Oct. 27.

A fair amount of the work will likely be 
d o n e i n  s o u t h ern  C a l i f o rn i a ,  p a rt i cu l a rl y  a t  
the company’s Palmdale plant, but other 
a rea s  t h a t  s t a n d  t o  g a i n  a n  eco n o mi c 
bo o s t  f ro m t h e bo mber co n t ra ct  rema i n  a  
question mark.

L a w ma k ers  a n d  co n g res s i o n a l  s t a f f  
w i t h  t h e n eces s a ry  cl ea ra n ces  w i l l  k n o w  
where the jobs are, but they won’t be 
a bl e t o  s h a re t h e i n f o rma t i o n  w i t h  t h ei r 
colleagues or the general public.

T h a t ,  s a y s  T o d d  H a rri s o n  o f  t h e C en t er 
f o r S t ra t eg i c a n d  I n t ern a t i o n a l  S t u d i es ,  
co u l d  be a n  i s s u e f o r t h e bo mber,  u l t i -
ma t el y  h a n d i ca p p i n g  o u t rea ch  a n d  l o b-
by i n g  ef f o rt s  a g a i n s t  o t h er h i g h - p ri ced  
programs with a known supplier base.

After all, the bomber will be competing 
f o r ca s h  a g a i n s t  p ro g ra ms  l i k e t h e F - 3 5,  
w h o s e s u p p o rt ers  ea g erl y  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  
the fighter employs people in nearly every 
state.

“ I t  ma k es  i t  h a rd er t o  d ef en d  t h e 
program on the Hill if you can’t point to 
co n s t i t u en ci es  t h a t  w o u l d  be a f f ect ed , ”  
Harrison says.

F o r n o w ,  a t  l ea s t ,  co n g res s i o n a l  s u p -
p o rt  f o r t h e bo mber ru n s  h i g h ,  w i t h  
l a w ma k ers  i n  bo t h  p a rt i es  s t res s i n g  
t h a t  i t  rema i n s  a  s t ra t eg i c p ri o ri t y  f o r 
the nation. However, that doesn’t make 
it invulnerable to cuts. Lawmakers an -
n o u n ced  $ 5 bi l l i o n  i n  red u ct i o n s  t o  t h e 
national policy bill on Nov. 3, bringing 
the defense authorization in line with 
a  t w o - y ea r bu d g et  d ea l  a l rea d y  s i g n ed  
by President Obama. The cuts included 
a $230 million reduction to the LRS-B 
program, due to schedule changes.

Of the four congressional defense 
committees, only the Senate Appropria -
t i o n s  C o mmi t t ee g ra n t ed  t h e P en t a g o n  
its $1.25 billion request for the program.

Defense officials have repeatedly 
ma d e i t  cl ea r t h a t  t h ey  u n eq u i v o ca l l y  
s u p p o rt  t h e bo mber,  a  s t ra t eg i c a s s et  
and crucial leg of the military’s nuclear 
triad.

“ B u i l d i n g  t h i s  bo mber i s  a  s t ra t eg i c i n -
vestment in the next 50 years,” Defense 
Secretary Ashton B. Carter said Oct. 27. 
“ I t  d emo n s t ra t es  o u r co mmi t men t  t o  o u r 
a l l i es ,  a n d  o u r d et ermi n a t i o n  t o  p o t en t i a l  
a d v ers a ri es ,  ma k i n g  i t  cry s t a l  cl ea r t h a t  
t h e U n i t ed  S t a t es  w i l l  co n t i n u e t o  ret a i n  
t h e a bi l i t y  t o  p ro j ect  p o w er t h ro u g h o u t  
the globe long into the future.” �

Megan Scully is a reporter for C Q  R o l l  
Call.
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