
Do you have a comment about a 
current article in the magazine? 
Write to “Letters,” Air Force Mag-
a     zine, 1501 Lee Highway, Ar-
lington, VA 22209-1198. (Email: 
letters@afa.org.) Letters should 
be concise and timely. We cannot 
acknowledge receipt of letters. 
We reserve the right to condense 
letters. Letters without name and 
city/base and state are not accept-
able. Photographs can  not be used 
or returned.—THE EDITORS

letters@afa.orgLetters

Let the Army Have Them
I couldn’t agree more with the com-

ments by [C. J.] Lingo and Colonel 
Smith in the September issue [“Let-
ters: No A-10, Really?” p. 8]. Clearly 
the best replacement for the A-10 is a 
21st century version of the aircraft. If 
the Air Force does not want to support 
the A-10, perhaps it is time to transfer 
it to the Army and allow the Army to 
procure ground support aircraft in 
the future.

Don Chrissinger
Crofton, Md.

Policemen Don’t Retire
And they say, “America can’t police 

the world.” In the very excellent article, 
“Out From Italy” in the September 
2014 edition [p. 74], the F-16s of the 
31st Fighter Wing prove otherwise. 
America must police the world. 

For roughly a hundred years plus, 
since the Spanish-American War and 
the beginning of World War I, American 
sea- and airpower have been projected 
upon all the regions of what we would 
call the “Free World.” Europe has 
sustained American military power 
on its soil for almost a century now, 
and [the host countries] approve of it. 

And how appropriate this article in 
light of the recent slaughter of Ameri-
can journalists and noncombatant 
men, women, and children by ISIS 
killers in Syria and Iraq. Because we 
project US airpower out to Italy and 
beyond, the 31st FW stands ready 
to answer the call to action on short 
notice. Combat time! 

With my very rough, and very rusty 
calculations, I projected the Aviano 
F-16s could reach Ar Raqqah, with 
three loads from the tankers en route 
to Syria, and dump a load of high ex-
plosives right on the ISIS commander’s 
doorstep, today! 

Shades of Rolling Thunder and North 
Vietnam, attacking from Thailand; my 
fervent hope is that the White House 
and the Pentagon do not attempt to 
micromanage the air campaign and that 
they allow our gallant F-16 airmen (and 
others) to achieve and savor victory. 

ISIS must be struck down and killed, 
on their turf, to the last man—and not 
on North American soil. Let’s hope we 
are all allowed this victory. No prisoners; 
remember, “Gitmo” is closed. 

Michael W. Rea
Savannah, Ga.

PANAMAX 2014
Having served as an Air Force en-

listed man in the Panama Canal Zone 
’73-78, your photo and caption cover-
age of PANAMAX 2014 caught my eye 
[“Air Force World: A Panama Chat,” 
September, p. 20].

I took exception to your portrayal of 
the exercise as focused on protection 
of the “Panama Canal zone.”  The use 
of the term “zone,” even with a small 
“z,” is really a misnomer. 

The Panama Canal Zone passed 
into history in 1979 when under the 
terms of the Torrijos-Carter Treaties 
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6 0 p erc en t  of  t h e C a n a l  Z on e t erri t ory  
w a s  ret u rn ed  t o P a n a ma . T h e rema i n -
i n g  t erri t ory  w a s  k n ow n  a s  t h e C a n a l  
A rea .  O n  D ec .  3 1,  19 9 9 ,  i t  w a s  a l s o 
ret u rn ed  t o P a n a ma .

Y ou r c overa g e i n s p i red  me t o d o 
s ome res ea rc h  on  t h e P A NA M A X  2014 
ex erc i s e. T h e en t i re ex erc i s e,  s a ve f or 
a  l on e B - 5 2 s ort i e,  w a s  c on d u c t ed  i n  
s i mu l a t i on  a t  l oc a t i on s  i n  C O NU S . T h e 
a i rc ra f t ,  w i t h  a  c rew  of  s even ,  d ep a rt ed  
Ellsworth AFB, S.D., and flew a 15.5-
h ou r I S R  mi s s i on  t o t h e U S  S ou t h ern  
C omma n d  a rea  of  op era t i on s . I t  l a t er 
rec overed  a t  B a rk s d a l e A F B ,  L a . ,  t h e 
a i rc ra f t ’ s  h ome s t a t i on .

C ol .  B i l l  M a l ec ,  
U S A F  ( R et . )
O ’ F a l l on ,  I l l .

Y eah ,  P r et t y  S u r e Mis s il es  H el p ed
I n  rea d i n g  t h e rec en t  a rt i c l e by  M s .  

R ebec c a  G ra n t ,  “ T h e R ea g a n  B u i l d u p , ”  
I was surprised to find out that the world 
was saved by single-seat fighter aircraft 
on l y  [September, p. 82]. T h i s  w a s  a  
s h a l l ow  s i n g l e- f oc u s  a rt i c l e t h a t  l ef t  ou t  
t h e “ rea l ”  rea s on s  t h a t  t h e R u s s i a n s  
c a me t o t h e t a bl e.

D u ri n g  t h e 19 8 0s ,  f or M s .  G ra n t ’ s  
i n f orma t i on ,  U S A F  h a d  a p p rox i ma t el y  
1, 000 I C B M s  t h a t  w ere a bou t  3 0 mi n -
utes away from any soccer field in the 
U S S R .  I n c i d en t a l l y ,  t h e A i r F orc e h a d  
a l s o p roven  t h e f ea s i bi l i t y  ( w h i l e n ot  
p ra c t i c a l )  of  a  M i n u t ema n  a i r- mobi l e 
p l a t f orm.

To fill in some of Ms. Grant’s histori -
c a l  g a p s ,  d u ri n g  t h e mi d - 19 8 0s  a  s ma l l  
g rou p  of  S y s t ems  C omma n d  en g i n eers  
a l on g  w i t h  t h ei r S A C  c ou n t erp a rt s i n  
S ou t h ern  C a l i f orn i a  w ere d evel op i n g  
a  s ma l l  I C B M  t h a t  w a s  l a n d  mobi l e,  
a  ra i l - mobi l e mu l t i p l e i n d ep en d en t -
ly targetable ICBM, and fielding the 
P ea c ek eep er I C B M  w i t h  10 i n d i vi d u a l l y  
t a rg et a bl e w a rh ea d s .

I  w ou l d  c on t en d  t h a t  t h es e I C B M  
w ea p on s  sy s t ems  w ere c ert a i n l y  more of  
a  t h rea t  a n d  c rea t ed  a  l i t t l e more a p p re-
h en s i on  w i t h  t h e R u s s i a n s  t h a n s i n g l e-
seat fighter aircraft.

P a rt  of  t h e i s s u e t h e A i r F orc e s u f f ers  
f rom t od a y  i s  t h a t  i t  c a n ’ t  g et  bey on d  
s i n g l e- s ea t  ma n n ed  a i r c r a f t ,  w h i c h  
u p s  t h e c os t  of  t h e p l a t f orm by  s ome 
40 p erc en t .  S a d l y  t h e A i r F orc e t h en  
bu y s  w h a t  i t  d oes n ’ t  n eed — ref eren c e 
y ou r a rt i c l e,  s a me i s s u e,  “ T h e S a g a  of  
t h e S p a rt a n s . ”

M a n y  of  u s  bel i eve t h a t  t h e S A C  
I C B M f orc e h a d  a  h a n d  i n  w i n n i n g  t h e 
C ol d  W a r.

C ol .  Q u en t i n  M .  T h oma s ,
U S A F  ( R et . )

L a s  V eg a s ,  Nev.  

R ebec c a  G ra n t  d i d  a  g ood  j ob of  
c overi n g  t h e a i rc ra f t  d evel op ed  i n  “ T h e 
R ea g a n  B u i l d u p , ”  bu t  s h e n ever men -

t i on ed  t h e mos t  p ow erf u l  A i r F orc e 
w ea p on  i n  t h a t  bu i l d u p ,  w h i c h  ma d e i t s  
first flight in June 1983 and met initial 
op era t i on  c a p a bi l i t y  i n  November of  
19 8 6 .  I t  w a s  t h e ( M X )  mi s s i l e s y s t em 
( L G M - 118 A ) ,  n a med  T h e P ea c ek eep er 
by  P res i d en t  R ea g a n  h i ms el f .

L t .  G en .  A l oy s i u s  G .  C a s ey ,
U S A F  ( R et . )

R ed l a n d s ,  C a l i f .

T o g i ve c omp l et e d et a i l s  of  t h e s u b-
j ec t  i n  R ebec c a  G ra n t ’ s  l a t es t  a rt i c l e 
w ou l d  p erh a p s  req u i re a  book ,  s o i t  i s  
u n d ers t a n d a bl e t h a t  n ot  a l l  t h e bu i l d u p  
a c t i vi t i es  of  t h e p eri od  w ere men t i on ed .
T h a t  s a i d ,  I  s u bmi t  t h a t  s ome i mp ort a n t  
p rog ra ms  s h ou l d  h a ve been  i n c l u d ed  
i n  t h e d i s c u s s i on .

I n  t h e mi d -  t o l a t e- 19 8 0s ,  5 0 P ea c e-
k eep er i n t erc on t i n en t a l  ba l l i s t i c  mi s -
s i l es  w ere d ep l oy ed  i n  f ormer M i n -
u t ema n  I I I  I C B M  s i l os . I n  t h a t  t i me 
f r a me t h e P ea c ek eep er ra i l  g a rr i s on  
s y s t em ( 5 0 P ea c ek eep ers  i n  a  mo-
bi l e a n d  t h eref ore more s u rvi va bl e 
ba s i n g  mod e)  w a s  bei n g  d evel op ed .  
T h e s ma l l  I C B M  p rog r a m w a s  a l s o 
u n d erw a y ,  w h i c h  w ou l d  a d d  a n ot h er 
mobi l e s y s t em t o ou r a r s en a l  of  d e-
t erren t  f orc es .

I t  w a s  s a i d  a t  t h e t i me t h a t  on e of  
t h e k ey  f a c t ors  i n  t h e brea k u p  of  t h e 
S ovi et  U n i on  w a s  t h e i n a bi l i t y  of  i t s  
ec on omy  t o s u s t a i n  t h e c os t  of  i t s  
mi l i t a r y  mod ern i z a t i on  ef f ort s . T h a t  
t h e I C B M  p rog ra ms  men t i on ed  a bove 
h el p ed  d r i ve t h e U S S R  t ow a r d  more 
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d ef en s e s p en d i n g — a n d  t h u s  i t s  d e-
mi s e— s h ou l d  h a ve meri t ed  t h ei r men -
t i on  i n  t h e a r t i c l e.

L t .  C ol .  D en n i s  R .  L y on ,  
U S A F  ( R et . )
L a y t on ,  U t a h

T h e mi s s i l es  on  t h e S oes t erberg  F -
15 C s  i n  t h e l ea d  p h ot o w ere mi s i d en t i -
fied. They were AIM-9Ls and AIM-7Fs.
The AIM-120s didn’t show up until much 
later (the first few were carried by 33rd 
TFW F-15Cs from February 1991 during 
Operation Desert Storm). It is question -
able if they ever armed the 32nd TFS, 
which disbanded in early 1994.

Maj. Jim Rotramel, 
U S A F  ( R et . )

Lexington Park, Md.

N o t  Those B ad  G u y s ,  Other B ad  G u y s
R e t i re d  L i e u t e n a n t  C o l o n e l   

S i ms g i ves  h i s bi a s es  a w a y  a t  t w o 
p oi n t s  i n  h i s  l et t er i n  t h e S ep t ember 
i s s u e [“Not Made in Our Image,” p. 8]. In 
t h e very  f i rs t  p a r a g r a p h  h e s t a t es —
as factual—that “we supported Iraq 
against Iran” and that “we supported 
t h e T a l i ba n  i n  t h ei r ef f ort s  t o ex p el  t h e 
Russians” from Afghanistan. The first 
assertion is questionable, as we prob -
a bl y  s u p p ort ed  bot h  s i d es . R emember 
arms for hostages? But I don’t think 
a n y on e c a n  va l i d l y  c l a i m t h a t  w e s u p -
p ort ed  t h e T a l i ba n ,  w h i c h  w a s  f ou n d ed  
a f t er t h e S ovi et  oc c u p a t i on  en d ed .

T h e T a l i ba n s eem t o be c rea t u res  of  
the Pakistan ISI, formed from veterans 
of the mujahedeen who had been 
s u p p ort ed  by  t h a t  a g en c y  d u r i n g  t h e 
S ovi et  oc c u p a t i on . T h e U n i t ed  S t a t es  
s u p p ort ed ot h er res i s t a n c e g rou p s  t h a t  
a l s o s ou g h t  t o ex p el  t h e S ovi et s . T h e 
Taliban was founded in 1994 and came 
t o p ow er i n  A f g h a n i s t a n  s evera l  y ea rs  
a f t er w e u n w i s el y  l ef t  t h a t  s a d  c ou n t r y  
t o i t s  ow n  d evi c es  f ol l ow i n g  t h e S ovi et  
w i t h d r a w a l .  T h e T a l i ba n  h a d  t o d ef ea t  
t h os e w h o h a d  been  s u p p ort ed  by  t h e 
US to take power. Is it likely that some 
members  of  t h e T a l i ba n  h a d  been  w i t h  
U S  s u p p ort ed  g rou p s ? C ert a i n l y ,  bu t  
that is not what the letter said. In fact, 
t h ere w a s  n o T a l i ba n  p er s e d u r i n g  
t h e p eri od  of  t h e S ovi et  oc c u p a t i on .

R ea d ers  s h ou l d  remember t h a t  t h e 
T a l i ba n  a s s a s s i n a t ed  t h ei r en emy  a n d  
American ally Ahmad Shah Massoud 
on Sept. 9, 2001, as preparation for 
the 9/11 attacks on the United States.

B u t  t h e t r u e g i vea w a y  i s t h e u s e 
of the term “neocons” as a pejorative 
i n  h i s  f i n a l  p a r a g r a p h . R ea d ers  w i l l  
p roba bl y  k n ow  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n ot  a  t erm 
u s ed  by  n eu t r a l  obs ervers .

MSgt. Bill Brockman,
U S A F  ( R et . )

A t l a n t a

Ev en Ear l ier  Rec o n
I enjoyed John T. Correll’s unusual 

story on Pancho Villa and the 1916 
A meri c a n  ex c u rs i on  t o f i n d  h i m [“Chas-
ing Pancho Villa,” September, p. 120]. 
R ea d ers  mi g h t  be i n t eres t ed  t o l ea rn  
t h a t  a  g rou p  of  F ren c h  a vi a t ors  h a d  
visited the US as early as 1910 for a 
y ea r,  bri n g i n g  s evera l  d i f f eren t  t y p es  of  
a i rc ra f t  a n d  a  n u mber of  n ew l y  brevet ed  
( l i c en s ed )  p i l ot s  t o d emon s t r a t e t h ei r 
p l a n es  t o t h e A meri c a n  p u bl i c  a t  l a r g e 
a n d  es p ec i a l l y  t h e U S  A rmy ,  w h i c h  
w a s  p u t t i n g  a  l ot  of  t i me a n d  ef f ort  
into investigating the new vehicle’s 
u s e a n d  a d va n t a g es  on  or a bove t h e 
ba t t l ef i el d .  T h e F ren c h  p u t  t og et h er 
a  t r a i n  w i t h  a  s t ea m l oc omot i ve a n d  
s evera l  c a r s  i n  w h i c h  t h ey  p l a c ed  t h ei r 
aircraft, living quarters and mainte -
n a n c e f a c i l i t i es .  S t a r t i n g  i n  R i c h mon d  
and heading south/southwest through 
T en n es s ee a n d  L ou i s i a n a  ( w h ere t h e 
group organizer and leader, John 
Moisant, was killed in a crash of his 
B l eri ot  i n  New  O r l ea n s  on  t h e l a s t  d a y  
of 1910), the group spent considerable 
t i me i n  T ex a s .  T h ey  s t op p ed  a t  s evera l  
c i t i es ,  i n c l u d i n g  F ort  W ort h ,  D a l l a s ,  
S a n  A n t on i o,  a n d  E l  P a s o,  t o p u t  on  
t h ei r s h ow .  O n e of  t h e y ou n g  p i l ot s  
was Roland Garros. In four years he 
w ou l d  p u t  h i s  s t a mp  on  a vi a t i on  h i s -
t ory  w h en  h e a t t a c h ed  d ef l ec t ors  t o 
the propeller of his Morane-Saulnier 
P a r a s ol  s o t h a t  h e c ou l d  f i re a  s i n g l e 
H ot c h k i s s  ma c h i n e g u n  a l o n g  t h e 
plane’s line of flight. Garros gained 
three kills with his “fighter” before 
h e w a s  f orc ed  d ow n  a n d  c a p t u red  i n  
1915. He escaped in February 1918 
a n d  a f t er ma k i n g  h i s  w a y  ba c k  t o 
F r a n c e a n d  g oi n g  t h rou g h  ret ra i n i n g ,  
he joined a Spad XIII squadron. He 
g ot  on e more k i l l  bef ore h e,  h i ms el f ,  
w a s  k i l l ed  i n  a c t i on ,  a l t h ou g h  i t  i s  n ot  
c ert a i n  w h et h er h e w a s  s h ot  d ow n  by  
one of the numerous Fokker D. VIIs 
h e w a s  en g a g i n g ,  or h i s  s y n c h ron i z -
i n g  g ea r h a d  f a i l ed  a n d  h e h a d  s i mp l y  
s h ot  of f  h i s  p rop el l er.  ( T h ere w a s  n o 
damage to his Spad’s engine.) He 
died a day before his 30th birthday. 
A l t h ou g h  h e i s  n ot  t h e a c e h i s t ori a n s  
of t en  c l a i m ( of  c ou rs e,  y ou  n eed  f i ve 
k i l l s  f or s u c h  d es i g n a t i on ) ,  h i s  f r i en d s  
d i d  ma n a g e t o g et  h i s  n a me a p p l i ed  t o 
the major tennis stadium that hosts an -
n u a l  c on t es t s  of  i n t ern a t i on a l  p l a y ers .

At any rate, in February 1911  Garros 
f l ew  s ome of  w h a t  mi g h t  be c on s i d ered  
s ome of  t h e ea rl i es t  rec on n a i s s a n c e 
flights to “observe” the various groups 
of Mexican rebels of the time, not all 
of  w h om w ere d i rec t l y  i n  s u p p ort  of  
P a n c h o V i l l a  bu t  w ere of t en  of f s h oot s  
of  h i s  ma i n  f orc e f i g h t i n g  t h e d i f f eren t  
w a r l ord s  or c h i ef t a i n s  w h o s p r a n g  

up against the Mexican government 
of  t h e t i me.  P h ot os  of  t h es e c ol orf u l  
men  ma d e t h em l ook  l i k e t h ey  h a d  
stepped right out of Wallace Beery’s 
1934 biopic “Viva Villa.”

Cmdr. Peter B. Mersky,
U S NR  ( R et . )

A l ex a n d r i a ,  V a .

K r em l in Fear s
H a vi n g  w ork ed  p a r t l y  i n  t h e med i a  

a n d  p a r t l y  f or ou r g overn men t  on  
d ef en s e ma t t ers  d u r i n g  t h e even t s  of  
1983, permit me to briefly annotate 
some of Peter Grier’s assertions in 
his pithy article, “Able Archer” [Sep-
tember, p. 106].

First, Mr. Grier speaks of what 
he calls Soviet “worries” over Rea -
gan’s missile defense program (the 
Strategic Defense Initiative). Yet as 
Gorbachev’s Foreign Minister Eduard 
S h eva rd n a d z e f reel y  a d mi t t ed  a f t er t h e 
d emi s e of  C ommu n i s m a n d  S ovi et i s m 
i n  R u s s i a ,  t h e S ovi et s  h a d  t h ems el ves  
violated the1972 ABM Treaty that 
had forbade ABM. At that time, many 
years before Reagan’s SDI proposal 
of March 1983, the Soviets had begun 
erec t i n g  a t  K r a s n oy a r s k  a n  el a bora t e 
coast-to-coast “SDI” of their own. Too, 
t h e S ovi et s  h a d  a l rea d y  d ep l oy ed  
a n  i mp res s i ve a n t i - mi s s i l e d ef en s e 
around Moscow (permitted under the 
t rea t y )  w h i l e t h e U S  h a d  bu i l t  n on e 
a rou n d  a n y  of  i t s  c i t i es .  T h e S ovi et s  
kept upgrading their Moscow ABM.

T h u s ,  w h a t  t h e K reml i n  f ea red  
about SDI was that the US would get 
on e s t ep  a h ea d  of  t h em i n  t h e ef f ort  
t o s h oot  d ow n  en emy  mi s s i l es .  T oo,  
t h ey  f ea red ,  a s  s ome i n f ormed ,  ret i red  
Soviet officials admitted after 1991, 
t h a t  meet i n g  t h e U S  c h a l l en g e w ou l d  
ba n k r u p t  t h e a l rea d y  overs t res s ed  
Soviet economy. It was excessively 
bu rd en ed  w i t h  t h e c ol os s a l  B rez h n ev-
A n d rop ov mi l i t a r y  bu i l d u p  a n d  ex p a n -
s i on  of  ba s es  overs ea s ,  t h e bi g g es t  
s u c h  ex p a n s i on  i n  mod ern  t i mes .

Second, Mr. Grier should have 
p oi n t ed  ou t  t h a t  t h e NA T O  d ec i s i on  
to deploy Pershing II and GLCM in 
Western Europe in the late 1970s 
w a s  i n  res p on s e t o p r i or S ovi et  d e-
p l oy men t s  of  i t s  s o- c a l l ed  “ med i u m-
range,” nuclear-tipped SS-20 missiles. 
Beginning in 1976, these were being 
d ep l oy ed  i n  t h e S ovi et  bl oc  a n d  t a r -
g et ed  W es t ern  c i t i es .

T h i r d ,  i t  i s  n ot  t r u e t h a t  t h e R ea -
g a n  A d mi n i s t r a t i on  g rea t l y  i n c rea s ed  
d e f en s e ex p e n d i t u res  a bove w h a t  
President Carter’s security team had 
projected in DOD expenditures for 
the coming year (1980-81)—that is, 
f ol l ow i n g  t h e s h oc k i n g  S ovi et  i n va s i on  
of Afghanistan in late December 1979. 

L et t er s
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In some respects, the Carter-projected 
defense spending was scaled back 
under Reagan.

Finally, Secretary Gates is quoted 
in Grier’s last paragraph with the 
cautionary statement that the “Soviets 
may not have believed a NATO attack 
was imminent in November 1983.” In 
other words, Moscow wished to depict 
Washington as an aggressor. Indeed, 
Moscow and some Western interpret-
ers of its behavior depict the Soviets 
as merely responding to US “aggres-
siveness.” They implicitly echo the 
Moscow line. One prominent Stateside 
writer alleged that the plane could not 
be seen clearly by the Sukhoi (Su-15) 
pilot since the shootdown occurred, 
he falsely claimed, on a “moonless 
night.” In fact, a nearly full, gibbous 
moon shown brightly that night, Sept. 
1, 1983, illuminating the white fuselage 
of the Boeing 747-230B of Flight 007 
with its 246 passengers.

2nd Lt. Albert L. Weeks,
USAF (Ret.) 

Sarasota, Fla.

The Great, Greasy Ground Guys
Thank you! As a retired enlisted 

member of USAF, I read Air Force 
Magazine with great appreciation for 
the continued commitment of the Air  
Force airmen to keep our nation safe.

I read with interest your article, 
“Looking East,” September [p. 32],
where you reported about the forward 
operating base team at Lask AB, Po-
land. The team members were listed by 
career field. As a retired AGE person, I 
smiled and want to thank you for giving 
credit to the unheralded supporters 
of the flight line operations. If it is on 
the flight line and doesn’t fly, it most 
likely will be a piece of aerospace 
ground equipment. This important 
equipment is necessary to launch, 
recover, service, repair, and test those 
aircraft that support the defense of 
our nation. In many articles, your 
photos give glimpses of this equip-
ment being used for their intended 
purposes. This equipment provides 
the electrical power, hydraulic pres-
sure, air pressure, heating, cooling, 
munitions handling, etc., for proper 
testing and servicing of our front line 
aircraft. Wherever you have aircraft 
or plan to have aircraft, you need to 
have AGE to keep that aircraft avail-
able for flight.

As a retired AGE superintendent, I 
want to give kudos to our unheralded 
men and women who for years have 
gotten dirty, oily, greasy, been assigned 
great assignments or been assigned 
to those austere locations like Lask 
AB, Poland, to provide this small but 

significant task in the defense of our 
nation.

DINSTAAR (Danger is no stranger 
to an AGE ranger).

SMSgt. Robert W. Gramley,
USAF (Ret.)

Defuniak Springs, Fla.

Hats off to General Larson
It was nice to see the RC-135 fi-

nally make its way into the “Airpower 
Classics” section [September, p. 136]. 
The bird, in all its versions, has been 
around for a long time, yet today, still 
is one of the best real-time and near-
real time intelligence sources available 
to a combat commander.

In the “Famous Fliers” section, there 
is one notable omission, the name of 
Maj. Gen. Doyle E. Larson. General 
Larson began his Air Force career as 
an enlisted Russian linguist and com-
pleted it as the USAF Security Service 
commander and the first Electronic 
Security Command commander. Be-
fore that, however, a sizable portion 
of General Larson’s midcareer years 
was wrapped around the RC-135. He 
successively activated the 6985th 
Security Squadron at Eielson AFB, 
Alaska; the 6949th Security Squadron 
at Offutt AFB, Neb.; and the 6990th 
Security Squadron at Kadena AB, 
Okinawa. All three squadrons provided 
the mission crews for the Rivet Joint 
(RJ) missions. He proudly wore the 
red mission scarf that symbolized 100 
missions on the RJ. After retirement, 
he was very active in the Air Force 
Association, serving as AFA President 
from 1996 to 1998 and Chairman of 
the Board from 1998 to 2000. 

Just thought you’d like to know.
Maj. Mike Conley, 

USAF (Ret.)
Cucamonga, Calif.
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Letters 

Correction
In the August issue, p. 7, we ran a letter 
entitled “Put Up or Shut Up,” by James 
Slagle. We misstated Mr. Slagle’s rank, 
and should have identifi ed him as a 
retired colonel.—THE EDITORS

Update Your Info
This is a good time to remind our readers 
to make sure their member profi les are 
current and accurate. You may do so by 
contacting the membership department 
at 1-800-727-3337, by email at member-
ship@afa.org, or by writing to 1501 Lee 
Highway, Arlington, VA 22209-1198. You 
may also update this information at any 
time under the members only area of our 
website, www.afa.org.
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