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The trend is significant 
because industry 

might shrink below the 
level necessary to 

respond to Air Force 
needs. Remaining 

firms could suffer a 
loss of quality design 

capability. 
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The Decline in Military Aircraft Design 
A recent RAND Corp. study warned that a 
continuing decrease in aircraft design and 
production will affect the industry's ability 
to meet the Air Force's needs in the next 
decade. Decreasing procurement budgets. 
cost growth, and longer aircraft lifetimes 
contribute to this decline. 
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The 1950s saw the 
production of forty-nine 
new fixed-wing aircraft. 
By contrast, four new 
designs have flown in 
the 1990s. Only one or 
two more are expected 
by 2000. 
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Industry stands to lose 
vital experience and 

skill. The ratio of 
designs per team has 

decreased steadily 
from 2.5 per decade in 
the 1950s to about one 

every two decades. 

Source: RAND Corp., "Maintaining Future Military Aircraft Design 
Capability," 1992. 

Number of designs per team (averaged by decade) 

2.5 - 

2 - 

1 5 - 

1 - 

0.5 - 

0 	  

1950 	1960 	1970 	1980 	1990 	2000 

10 	 AIR FORCE Magazine / November 1992 


