
 

 

Maj. Richard I. Bong 
 

Unit: 49th Fighter Group  

Aircraft/position: P-38/pilot  

Place of action: Over Borneo and Leyte 

Date of action: Oct. 10, 1944 to Nov. 15, 1944 

Born: Sept. 24, 1920, Poplar, Wis. 

Entered service at: Poplar, Wis. 
 

Citation  

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action 

above and beyond the call of duty in the 

Southwest Pacific area from 10 October to 15 

November 1944. Though assigned to duty as 

gunnery instructor and neither required nor 

expected to perform combat duty, Maj. Bong 

voluntarily and at his own urgent request 

engaged in repeated combat missions, including 

unusually hazardous sorties over Balikpapan, 

Borneo, and in the Leyte area of the Philippines. 

His aggressiveness and daring resulted in his 

shooting down 8 enemy airplanes during this 

period. 

 

 
 

 

Also see AIR FORCE Magazine articles 

 

Valor: Top Gun 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
AIR FORCE MAGAZINE'S HEROES COLLECTION 

(Note: Citations have not been edited for style, grammar, or potential factual errors.) 

  

http://www.airforcemag.com/MagazineArchive/Pages/1987/October%201987/1087valor.aspx



